O R 270633Z  MAY  09 

FM  AMCONSUL  LAHORE 

TO  SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  4043 

INFO  CIA  WASHDC 

AMEMBASSY  KABUL 

AMCONSUL  KARACHI 

AMEMBASSY  LONDON 

AMEMBASSY  NEW  DELHI 

NSC  WASHINGTON  DC 

AMCONSUL  PESHAWAR 

SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC 

USCENTCOM  INTEL  CEN  MACDILL  AFB  FL 

AMCONSUL  LAHORE 

CONFIDENTIAL  LAHORE  000100 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 5/27/2019 

TAGS:  PTER  PK 

SUBJECT:  TERRORISTS  ATTACK  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  AND  INTELLIGENCE  OFFICIALS 
IN  LAHORE  — SITREP  1 

CLASSIFIED  BY:  Bryan  Hunt,  Principal  Officer,  Consulate  Lahore, 

U.S.  Department  of  State. 

REASON : 1.4  ( b ) , ( d ) 

IQ.  (C)  A large  explosion  on  Mall  Road  approximately  a mile  from 
post  flattened  the  emergency  response  "Rescue  15"  building  and  a 
wing  of  the  Inter-Services  Intelligence  (ISI)  Punjab 
headquarters  on  May  27  at  10:25.  The  adjacent  Capitol  City 
Police  Office  (CCPO)  also  suffered  extensive  damage. 

%2.  (C)  According  to  contacts,  up  to  five  attackers  engaged  in  a 
brief  firefight  with  police  before  detonating  a van  in  front  of 
the  vehicle  checkpoint  between  ISI  and  Rescue  15.  Press 
reported  that  gunfire  immediately  followed  the  blast  as  well. 

The  explosion  rattled  Consulate  Lahore,  which  immediately  went 
into  "lockdown." 

1.3 . (SBU)  According  to  press,  as  of  11:15  the  attack  killed  at 
least  seven  and  injured  more  than  100.  More  than  30  deaths  are 
expected.  Post  accounted  for  all  personnel,  and  is  confirming 
the  safety  of  all  American  citizens  in  Lahore. 

14.  (C)  Post  contacts  have  confirmed  that  the  terrorists  had 
intended  to  target  the  ISI  building.  The  ISI,  CCPO  and  Rescue 
15  buildings  are  on  Lawrence  Road,  off  of  a large  intersection 
near  the  Punjab  Provincial  Assembly  and  Avari  Hotel. 

15.  (C)  While  some  media  suggested  a linkage  between  the  attack 
and  the  detention  hearing  of  Jamaatud  Dawa  leader  Hafiz  Saeed  at 
the  Lahore  High  Court,  the  attack  occurred  a mile  away  from  the 
judicial  compound  and  appeared  unrelated.  However,  press 
reported  that  the  bomb  shattered  windows  at  the  High  Court. 
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